
Installing low & medium water-use plants in  
your garden along with responsible irrigation 
practices will help to protect our most precious 
resource…WATER.
Installing a water-wise garden is easier and more attractive 
then you may think! This list will help you get started.

Evergreen Trees
• Strawberry Tree ‘Marina’ L

• ‘Majestic Beauty’ Olive L

• Compact Cherry Laurel L

• Arizona Cypress L

• African Sumac L

Deciduous Trees
• Eastern Redbud L/M 

• Chinese Pistache L

• Scarlet Oak L

• Crape Myrtle L

• Chinese Hackberry M

Medium shrubs
• Glossy Abelia M

• Manzanita L

• Japanese Barberry L

• Fortnight Lily L

• Nandina M/L

Groundcovers
• Contoneaster ‘lowfast’ L

• Lemon Thyme L

• Vinca Minor L 

• African Daisies M

• Trailing White Lantana L

Exact amounts of water 
depend on weather 

and site-specific 
soil conditions. And 

remember… all plants 
need more water initially 
to help establish a deep 

root system. 

low to medium water-use plants

Statistically
speaking:

By watering only when you need 
to and only as much as your plant 
require you can reduce your water 
usage by around 25%, an average of 
11,000 gallons per year. 

If every U.S. household did this, we 
would reduce water usage, nationally, by 
700 billion gallons each year. 

One small step = big savings!
Replacing a single heavy-water-use tree, 
shrubs or flower with a low water use 
plant can save up to 550 gallons of water 
each year.

Low
requires little 
supplemental 
irrigation to no 

additional irrigation 
once established. 

Low to Moderate
accepts low 

moisture or wetter 
conditions once 

established.

Moderate
needs to be 

irrigated more 
than low water use 
plants, but not as 

much as high.

L L/M M

Large Shrubs 
• Hollywood Juniper L 

• Wild Lilac ‘Ray Hartman’ L

• Pomegranate L

• Shiny Xylosma L/M

• Mugo Pine L

Small Shrubs
• Rockrose L

• Bush Morning Glory L

• Lavender L

• Japanese Garden Juniper L 

Perennials 
• Dusty Miller L

• Santa Barbara Daisy L

• Wallflower L

• Euphorbia L

vines
• Lilac Vine ‘Happy Wanderer’ L/M

• Potato Vines M

• Trumpet Vines M

• Lady Bank’s Rose L/M

• Wisteria M
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